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him into trouble. The event proved thai the hint^wn*
not misplaced. For at Eome itself, in the very lion's
den, nothing could content the young zealot but to stand
up for Ms Protestant creed. Milton would not do as
Peter Heylin did, who, when asked as to Ms religion,
replied that he was a Catholic, wMch, in a Laudian, was
but a natural equivoque. Milton was resolute in his
religion at Eome, so much so that many were deterred
from showing him the civilities they were prepared to
offer. His rule, he says, was " not of my own accord to
introduce in those places conversation about religion, Imt,
if interrogated respecting the faith, then, whatsoever 1
should suffer, to dissemble nothing. What I was, if any
one asked, I concealed from no one; if any one in the
very city of the Pope attacked the orthodox religion, I
defended it most freely." Beyond the statement that the
English Jesuits were indignant, we hear of no evil con-
sequences of this imprudence. Perhaps the Jesuits saw
that Milton was of the stuff that would welcome mar-
tyrdom, and were sick of the affair of Galileo, which, had
terribly damaged the pretensions of their church,

Milton arrived in Paris April or May, 1638, He
received civilities from the English ambassador, Lord
Scudamore, who at Ms request gave Mm an introduction
to Grotius. Grotius, says Phillips, "took Milton's visit
kindly, and gave him entertainment suitable to his worth,
and the high commendations he had heard of him." We
have no other record of his stay of many days in Paris,
though A. Wood supposes that "the manners and graces
of that place were not agreeable to Ms mind." It waa
August before he reached Florence, by way of Nice and
Genoa, and in Florence he spent the two months which
we now consider the most impossible there, theto bring
